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BODY-WORN CAMERAS (BWCs)
Many new technologies are changing American law enforcement. One of them is body-worn
cameras (BWCs). These simple video cameras are little more than a rugged version of the camera
on your smartphone. Yet these devices have the potential to transform policing for the better, by
creating video records of incidents that Deputies encounter, and how they respond to them.
If elected Wake County Sheriff, I intend to implement BWCs both in the patrol division and the
jail. I anticipate, based on past studies, that they will change the behavior of Deputies and members of the public in a positive manner leading to fewer use-of-force incidents and complaints. As
well as improving transparency and accountability of the Sheriff’s Office that will aid in building
better relationships with county residents.
A 2018 study found that more than one-third of American law enforcement agencies have already
deployed BWCs to some or all of their officers, and another 50% currently have plans to do so.i It
also found that a large majority of departments with BWCs are happy and would recommend them
to other law enforcement agencies.
The study found that the most important reason given for adopting BWCs, by over nine in 10
agencies, was to promote accountability, transparency, and legitimacy.ii This objective
demonstrates a strong desire among agencies to build trust and foster relationships with their
communities and to determine if they [law enforcement] are meeting this goal by ensuring that
their practices are consistent with the expectations and values of the community.
The belief that BWCs can improve the behavior of Deputies and members of the public theoretically means lawsuits against the Sheriff’s Office would also be reduced. If Deputies and community members, knowing that their actions are being recorded, behave more civilly toward each
other, many types of incidents may naturally tend to de-escalate, rather than escalate into physical
conflict or other actions that could result in litigation. Many agencies with BWCs have reported
that some public complaints, which might otherwise have escalated into a civil lawsuit, were
withdrawn after the complainant learned that BWC footage of the incident existed.iii
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